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in Hellas, the Economic Engine of Southeast Europe
and Gateway to the Balkans and EU
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A project of the United Hellenic American Congress and the World Council of Hellenes

‘Don’t Miss Greece’ technology symposiums open door to Diaspora,
feature Hellas as emerging tech center attractive to foreign investment

CHICAGO, Oct. 4 — The successful completion of the second round in programs
highlighting Greece as an emerging world technology hub sets the stage for the active
participation of the Diaspora in the development of this sector in the mother country, it
was announced today by Andrew A. Athens, President of World SAE and National
Chairman of UHAC.

“We are launching a series of in-depth activities and focused programs whose target is to
guide companies and investors to select Greece for research and development of software
and other high tech products,” Mr. Athens said.

“Don’t Miss Greece” is the slogan of this campaign, urging investors to select Greece
while it is still early — and therefore more profitable — in the development of the country
as the center for high technology activities with global reach.

“As our two symposiums demonstrated, Hellenism is blessed with the two ingredients
necessary to nurture technology and economic development: Innovative scientists and
financially strong entrepreneurs. Also important factors are changes in Greek laws and
the creation of incentives for foreign investment, many of which have already been
implemented by the Greek government. Therefore, we are optimistic that we are on the
right action path.”

The Symposium last week attracted about 150 participants and focused on technology
and investment companies, but also drew scientists and technologists. Among presenters
at the Symposium were Development Minister Dimitris Sioufas, who was the keynote
speaker, and Sec. Gen. for Research and Technology, loannis Tsoukalas. Tsoukalas and
Professor Dimitris Makios, Patras University, met privately with companies that
requested one-on-one meetings for orientation on issues of specific interest.
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The Greek Ministries of Development and of National Economy were among sponsors of
the Symposium. On the American side, sponsors and collaborating partners included the
U.S. Department of Commerce, the Illinois Departments of Commerce, Calamos
Investments, and the Technology Association of Illinois. Abbott Laboratories Hellas was
among technology companies that sponsored the event.

Sioufas also announced during the Symposium, that the ministry will support financially
the establishment of a worldwide non-government organization (NGO) for Hellene
scientists. Scientists at the first Symposium had decided to organize such a group for the
purpose of networking and encouraging technological advancement in Greece.

The first Symposium, in early June, drew about 130 Hellene scientists and technologists
and determined that almost all were willing to either return to Greece to work or to create
professional links with companies and institutions in Greece.

The Symposiums and the continuing programs are organized by the United Hellenic
American Congress (UHAC) and the World Council of Hellenes. To receive more
information on the technology programs, to receive updates and to contribute ideas or
suggestions go to the website www.saeworld.org or send an email to
cjm.hellenes@saeworld.org .

980 N. Michigan Avenue e Suite 1210 e Chicago, Illinois 60611 ¢ USA
Tel: 312/337-7243 e Fax: 312/337-7245 e E-mail: cim.hellenes@saeworld.org




